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The Law of Compensation May be all Right but'the Increasing Size of the A.sh Heap Hardly Compensates for the Decreasing Fatness of the Coal Bin

BENNINGTON

SECURITY COMP'Y
Accepts funds in trust, allow
Ing4 peroent on same. Acts
asagentin purchaso and snle
of stocks, bonds, real estate,
etc. Manages estates, acting
as executor, administrator,
guardian, etc (

CAPITAL '$25,000
SURPLUS 5.000

DIRECTORS:
11 C. GUAYES, C. M. GHAVES

Prcsident Vlce-Pre- s.

0. M. ItARBER W. II. IIAGEN

R. C. TIJRNER '

N. Y, Rep., W. H. Hagcn, 59 WnllSt

Bennington Couniy

NAT8QNAL BANK

Capltal $100,000.

CfaYers JOIIN S. HOLDEN, I'resldent.
A. K. 1UTCHIE, Vlce l'resMent.

CL.EMKNT II. CONU, Cishier,

Bennington, Vt.

Transact a ereneral bankini
business, pays interest on eerti
ficatcs of deposit at tlie rate of
3 pcr cent if allowed to reinain
three inonths.

DIRECTORS

I. E. Gibson, J. S. Holdon, Wm. E.
Hawks, N. M. PuITer, A. K. Rltehie,
J. T. Shurtlell, C. W. Thatcher.

FIRST NAT'L BANK

OF

NO BENNINGTON

( AI'ITA L . . . $ 1 fiO.OOO

HUKlLUS und

1'ItOFITS $75,000

UESOUKCES 8000,000

Most eentrally located for

eountry business and is always

leady to receive new accounts.
It is one of the oldes't, and

strongest Banks in .Vermont;,

lind. transact s a general banl-in- g

bufiness.

J. G. McGULLOUGH, President.

S. By HALL Cashisr.

Call flnd-Giif-
e

Your Orders For

Nur6ery Stocic, Garden ' aha Fatm
Seeds, OrqamoritAl Shruhory,, fL
Sprlpg deMrqry.

C Ainrth,
311 WJKflln St., Bennington, y$.

Nollco.
Dec. 23rd, 1003.

IieadqunrtQr&Co Ji lst tlep-- . Tv'N.. Of
"The .rnomhs. of Co K, wljl. asserable

for drlil, atthe AVmory br. 'Tadsda
.Tunuary 1904.., Ppror.i1.

TL C. Graves, Captajn Cm.'d'g.

Beu.i nttton 0 Huvlnss Bank.

The snnuul roeetinjr of the oorporator-- . ol
the UennlnKton County Htivlnns Unnk wti! be
held t the oOcc of snld lliitik Id iu. buti.
hulldlAR I11 Bennington. V , on the fltvt Wed

, (Btbday) of Junuury. A. I jwii, at
twoo'clock p. m.( for the purpoie of
11 hoiird of trunee for the year enaulnt and
Uie tratvtnctl ni of uuy other bailne found
neoeMarv whcn roet. cspecln to fid vinjan-e!-

In the uamber 01 cir0Mti' . miu to
diter aud rerlie thJ ly-Ia- r.

(' l Ui'KV.riji.'reu ,.
llatfd at ltontuutcton, Vt., Nov.25, 194 (. 41 wO

The anuuA. xeetlnir of the stockholder of
tha Flrst Katloaal li.ink of Uennlniiton, Vt.
wlll be held at the binklnz roomi on Tuesday
lan. 12, 19M, at 10 o'olook a. m , for the pur
poso of eleotlnx a board of dlrectors for the
cnsnfnycttr. 7 A. (H1AVE3. IMshler.

fienntngtun, Vt, Doe. 8,1SC3- -

Awful Fire in a Chicago Theatre
Yesterday Afternoon Kills

Hundreds of People.

Womcn and Childrcn Numbercd by Hundreds among

the Victims. Half the Audience Crushed,

Suffocated or Burned to Death.

Chicajfo, Dec. 31. Aceordinj,' to the
most ruliablu lluros obtainablo tlils
afternoon 623 pcr.son'? lost their livos
in tlie awful catasopho at the Iroquois
tbcatro yestorday afternoon.

CIIICAGO, Dec3i.-- lx hundmland
tl'lrty-seve- n peoplo by Coroner True-ger- 's

actual count wero killed lu ton
lulnutea durlng tho great llre and pan-l- c

In the Iroquois theater, the uewest,
the largest and as far us human powcr
could uiake it the safost theater lu Chl-cug-

Clilcaco ls Btunncd by thls, the worst
catastrophe lu the hlstory or tho coun- -

try.
Men, womcn and chlldren met death

by flro, suioke'and pnnlc dnrhiK a
mutlnco perfornianee of "Mr. Uluc-

beard," a new pluy, hero at tho beautl-fu- l

new Iroquois theater. Most of tlie
deud aro women and chlldren.

Whilo lt ls dlllleult to Ket an exnet ro.
port, it is known thnt more than 3tH)

were injured by flro und iu the wild
Etauipede for safety.

A few of tliese people were burned to
denth by llre, raany were iuffocated by
gas, nud scores were traiupled to death
in the panic that foiiowed tlie niinl
plunge of the frightened uudieneu for
the exits.

It wlll be mnny dnys before nll of the
bodles reeovered from tlie rulns are
ldentifled. Tliore are bodies Ijins by
the dozen in tlie uudertaking rooms, iu
the police statlons nnd in the hospltals
from whieh nearly everythliii; tlial
could reveal tlielr identily to thone wJo
knew tliem best Is n"'e. Tlielr ulothiuc
1h torn to rags or burned to elnders. and
their fnees have been trampletl Into an
anreeoguizable pulp by tlie crowd that
trnmpled thein down aR they iled for
aafety.

The llr.e broke out duriiiK tlie necond
act Of tlie plny "Jlr. Iilucbeaid," whieh
wnn the llrst dramntie produetloii d

in the theater slnee its erectlon.
Tho compnny, 'wlilch was very large,
cccaped to tho street in safety, nearly
all of tliem, however, beliitf eompelled
to llec into snowy streets wlth 110 elotli-in- g

but their stiige cogtunies. A few
luembers of the compnny nustulned nil-n-

iujuricx, but none was gerlously
hurt. The dead and wounded were all
in the audience.

The accounts of the orlgln of the llre
aro eonilictlng and none of thetn cer-tni-

but, the best reason glven Is that
nn electrlc wire nenr tle lowcr pnrt of
a piece ot drop scenery suddenly broke
and was grounded. The fire spread
rapidly toward the front of tho stage,
cauftirjg the members of the chorus who
were then engaged In the perfortnnnce
to, flee to the wlpgs, wlth sereauis of
tarror.

The flre In Itself up to this tlme was
not serlous and possib)y could have
ben checked had not 'the asbcstos cur-tai-n

fallcd to work. As boon as the fire
was dtscovered Eddle Foy, the chief
comfldlan of Ute company, shoutcd tu
lower the curtaln.. and lh,ls. was imtno-diatel- y

done. It descendcd about half
way and then stitck.

The fire wjns tbus gtven practically
a fliie througb, whlch a strong draft
w settlng, alded by thn doorft whch
hnd beeu throvi n- - ' ' - "

the thpnter
the flnmrfi M, ojien- -

lnc over ' , ti.e people on
r- - .( mitt. reaehlni: elear un

.0 tWi-- t' baleony, caught
ru. , lo tlea'th where

they sat. Iiiiiiii'dlntely following thls
rui'li of flunies there came an explo- -

lon whieh llfted the entlre roof of the
theater from Its walls, sliattering the
great skyllght into fragmontB.

As 100 n as the flrst tlames apnearcd
beyond the eurtaln a lnnn in tlie rear
of tho hall shouted: "Firel Klrel" and
the ntire audience rose as one person
nnd made for the doors. It is belltvea.
that thfi o'xplosion wai causfd by tho
flamet Hilog ia contact wtth the aas

m

reservolrs of the theater, causlng tliem
to burst.

As near as can be estimatcd at tho
presont tlme alwut 1,300 people wcro
in the theater. Tlireo hundrcd of theso
were on the flrst tloor, tho balance be-in- g

In the two upper balconles and lu
the hallways back of them

Tho theater is modeled nfter the
Opera Coniique In Parls, and from tho
rcar of each bnlcony tliere nre tliree
doors leadlng out to pnssageways to-

ward the front of the theater. Two of
theao doorways aro at tho end of tho
bnlcony and one being in the center.

J The audience In its rush for the outer
j air seoras to liavc for tlie greator part

cuosen to fleo to tlie lert entranee aiitl
to aiteuipt to mnke Us way down the
eustern stairway leading into tho lobby
of the theater.

Outslilo of the people buruel and suf-
focated by kb"s it was In thene two
doorways 011 the llrst and second bal
eonies thut the croatest ioss of llfe

Wken the Ilrenieii ontered tho
bullding the doad wero found stretched
In a pilc reachlng from tlie he.id of the
itnirway at ienst oight feet from the
ioor liaek to a polnt about ilve ftvt it
the rear f the door.

This muss of dead bodies in the cen
ter of the doorway renehwl to withln
two feet of the top of the pasagewuy
All of the oirpses at thls polnt wert
women nnd chlldren. Tho llght for llfe
whlch inust hnvo tnken plaee at tliose
two polnts is soiucthiug tlint Is simpl;
beyond human power a(le(uately to

Only a faint Idea of Its horrot
toultl be derlved from the aspeet of the
bodies ns they luy. Women on top ol
these masses of dc.nd had been oei
taken by denth as they were cruwlliig
un their hnnds and knees over the bod-

ies of those who had dletl befoa'.
The.bodies wereln sucli an lnextrica-bl-

mnss and o tlghtly were they Jam-me-

between the sldes of the door and
the walls that it was imposslble to llfl
tliem one by one and carry thcni out
The ouiy posslble thlng to do was to
selze a llmb or souie other portlon ot
the body and pull wlth iiiuin strcngth.
Men worked' at the task wlth tears ruu-nln-

down their cheeks, nnd tho sobs
of the rescuers could be heard even in
the hall below wlicre thls awful sceno
was belns enaeted. A nuuiber of tha
men were eompelled to abandon theli
task aud glve it over to othcrs whosc
uervee had not as yet been shaken by
the awful experlenee.

As one by ond the bodies were drag-ge- d

out of the wnter soakcd, blnckened
mnss of corpses tho speetacle became
more and more hoartrcnding. There
were women whose clothlng was torn
completely from their bodies above tho
waist, whose boaoms had been tram-ple- d

Into a pulp and vhose fnces were
mnrred beyond (UPiitffication.

Tho theater iiad been constructnl but
a short time, and all its cqulpment wa
not yet In pluce. Thls was uuforttinute-l- y

the case wlth a flro escapc in the
rear of the bulldlng. The sniall Iron
balconles to whlch tho iron Jadders
were to be attad'ied weta up, but tlie
Uddcrs had nbt yet been co'nsructed.

When the panlc was at its helgbt a
grtat number of women ran for thcw
fire sacapes, only to flnd as they
emo'rged' from the dborw'ay1 upon the
little iron" Dlatforra (hdt tBij'were thi'r--

ty to flfry fef frbtn the1 gro'und.'i fire
behind ' and nn uiothed of MWipe' lii

front.
Those who reached the platfonn flrst

cndeavored tp liold jthelr foptlpg and ,t
keep back flie crowd that pressed upon
theni from (he rear.' The effort was

uscless, and In a few moments
the Iron U'dge were Jhrnfned wlth
crowds ot rt'oiuen, scream'cd,
fougbt nnd tore ft't eneh other llkl' nin
nlaes. ThlM In'twl but n brlcf Intervlil.
and the rusl the tnlerlor of the
bulldlng beci, 1, " violent liat niariy
of tliem were crowded off and fell to
the Kronlte nnrem'lnt

Iegs aiuf arms, nnd two wnre pfcked
up at thls polnt wlth frnctured skulls
havlug been killed liistantly.

Eddle Koy, priuclpul coiuedlnn in the
plny, was one of tho last to escapc by
gcttlug out tlirougii a rear door after
assisting tho women mcnili' rs of the
company to safety, Ile went into the
Shermnn House iu his stage costume
ond wlth his face eovercd wlth grcase
palnt in order t secure surglcul at
tcndance for Bome burns whlch ho hnd
sustalned. In dcscrlhlng tlie com
niencement of the llre I'oy nttrlbuted
the extent of the catastrophe to the
falluro of the llreproof curtaln to work
properly. Because of thls, ho sald, the
tlames readliy obtnlned access to tlie
main part of tlie theater and werq by
the draft, carrylng with lt gns as well
as flro, swept up to the two balconles,
where the Ioss of llfe was greatest.

The bulldlng iu whlch the calamity
occurrcd stands mldway between State
and Dcarborn streets on the north side
of Randolph street. Althqubh every
nvailable pollcemnn wlthlu call of the
dcpartmcnt was lmmedlatcly hurried
to the spot and the men placed ln llncs
at the cnds of tlie block, allowlng no--

body to entcr Ilnndolph street from el
ther Dearborn or State street, it was
found for n tliue nlmost imposslble to
hold back tho frensiled crowd that
pressed forward, ninuy of them liavlng
frlcnds or relntives in the theater and
anxious to leam sometlilng of thcm.

Although all tho patrol wagons and
every ambulance owued by tlie clty
was pressed into service, they were
uttcrly lnadequate to carry nway the
dead, and In n short tlnie tUero was a
llne of corpses flfty feet long plled two
nnd tlireo feet hlgli on tho sldcwalk In
front of the theater. It was found ncc
cssnry lu order to convey the bodies
rapidly to the niorgue and to the vari
ous undertnklug estnbllshmcnts to
press trucks into service, and in these
upon costly blnnkets furnlsbed by tho
dry goods stores iu the vlclnlty and
covered wlth tlie same mntcrinl the
dend were hnuled away practically llke
so much cordwood.

Mr. Kdwnrd Itutler, who eseaped
from the burning theator and nfter-wnr-

saved 11 lot of llves, snld:
"We caui;lit hold of the haudles of a

gnllery oxlt door and innuaged to break
lt open. Plled up tive feet detp by tha
door were dend nnd dylug liiiiniui be--

Ings. I gnibbed hold of nn itrm, nnd
the burned skln peelwl off In my hnnds.
The smoke wns KUffoeatlng, .and tho
heat was turrlllc.

"I pulled out one glrl whoso hnnd
was burned to a crtep clear to the el.
bow. It sceined a If they were all lit-

tle chlldren and wmnen and manglod,
torn and burned untll It would break
your heart. Smlley Corbett cnrrled
them away two at a tlme, nnd for ton
nilnutes lt seemed we did uothing but
try to tintnngle the heap of dead aud
dylng. Ky that tlmo the (lremen came
to help us, nnd we cnrrled the llvlng
out into tho air.

"I was asked bow mnny there were,
nnd I snld tliere mlght be 200 nnd
there mlght be 1,000, for I don't see
how any of them could have got away
from that blnck hole. Hell doesn't more
than bojfin to doscrlbc what we saw
when we broke ln that gallcry door."

Edjrar S Buss of Ilridj,'oport, Conu.,
is spccdint; a few days wlth rolatlvos
in tiHn.

Alba Huss ot .'orth Adnms spent
soveral days of thls week ln toivi .

Louls PuITer, who has been ill for
some tiino with ,a Mlious fever, has
had a relapse.

Miss .lennio SummersKlll who hns
beon conflned to tho house for sorae
timo ls able to be out.

S. S. Plko hns sold his meat murkot
to A. C. Sweot, who took possession
Wednesday. Mr Plko expects to go
on the road for Swlft & Co.

Mary J. Mattison, aged 07, of
Shaftsbury dlod VVednosday, Dec. 30.

Tliofuneral wlll bo hcld ot 1 o'clock
p, m. Saturduy, Januory 2, the lnter--

ment belng ln Maple Hill cemetory.
Arthur J. Holden will speak qn Y.

M. C. A. work at tho mcns' mesting
Sunday aftarnoon. Mrs II. W. Downs
wlll siD from 3:15 to 4.

Fortnightly this week, Janunry 2nd
subject "Animnls ln Brooks" Com.,
Missa.H. L. Norton, H. H. Walbridge
and Mrs W. Morso;

J. W. C irberry, one of the star men

of the Ho 'on Globo' and one of tho

best kno newspaper roportcrs in
N.ew 'EnRla. 1 ls h'ere today gettlDj: an
ilfustrated wrltoup of tho Rogcrs caso
for tho Silnduy 'Globp.

John Jcpson cnufht an owl in a
trop n nr tho Hooslck lino Wednesday
nlght SomO tlmo during tho nlght a
fox oimn alonff nud attacked hlra, but
tho owl fought hlm ofI,',aB was shown
by tho trucks nround tboj trap. Thn
owl is on oxhlbttton ln Grl$wold's
store.

Di U. Johnson, a formpr popular
resldent, now of ' liicago. urrivetl last
ovenlngfora few dnys vislt with frlends

SfENEFROM

SPLENDID

UCCE

Kin.g Jollity at the Opera

House Last Evening.

TO BE REPEATED.

Production was Complete and

lligh Class and Delighted

the Large Audience.

ln tho production of Klng Jollity
last night, boautlful sconlceffccts, col- -

orod lights and v'ari-coloro- d costumes
prosontod a spectacle of unusual
boauty. ,

The soloists and chorus worked har--

monlously togethor, contrlbutlng vast-l- y

to tho muslcul succoss of tho piece.
The dancos wero graceful and wondor- -

fully woll glven. Miss Fanny Tnfft as
commander of the Itoyal Guards, ren- -

derod a solo in a most ploasing man- -

ner.
Fred Harmon, "Tho only orlginal

King," ln a laughable makoup, dld
somo particularly clovor work whieh
was apprecinted by tho spectators.

A quartetto that did some fino work
was composcd of Misses Hudson, Gal-ushn- ,.

Livingston and Merrlll; thoir
dancos and costumes being vory fotch- -

ing.
Elubert Daloy as "The SunnlestMan

on tho Island," ln picturesque jostor's
oostumo was a verituble funnv man.
Ho, wlth the combined ellorts of Lynn
Wood, kept tho audienco in a continu-a- l

Uproar. Mr Wood tnado many lo- -

oal hlts of groat aptness, whose spon-taneoi- ls

liumor was infectious.
A solo, accompanled by a pretty

dince, was tlnely rendered by Miss
Ireno Davis as "Queon of Folly."
lllss Besslo Hudion, whoso charming
tolco is always warmly recolved, sang
soveral solos "Lullaby" gainlng the
flrst encore; the chorus in thls selec- -

tlon added, wlth the lights, a movlng
mass of color.

Soveral little malds in white, as
"The Petlto Ballet," gatned applauso
by tholr dainty dnnoesand posing.

Among the speclolties, six little'tots
in nightrobes, caps, and their dolls.
prooeedod to keep tho audionco laugh- -
Ing and Luln Gdkay and Edith, Rus-- i

soll, quaintly attlred, jnndo a tremon- -
dous hit and were'rccallqd, twioe.

Miss Mabel Barber's solo. "Tha
Autumn djrj," was, well rend,ered and
was .accompanled by" a shlmmering
llght effect.

The Anlmal Quartetto, whoso eslts
and entrances wero ln Imitation of our'
fou--foot- od frlends, wero very dover;
they scored several hlts one on un- -.

idns. 1:

;Mf Hannon's hit on tho tradlng
statpps was tlmely. Mr Wood and,
Miss Hudsop c,amo ln for success ln'
'Just a'Tiny LUtle-Klss,- ,' whtch wa.

decldedly wel aungt
Of the cnst, Mrs. Ross sang several

delightful solos. Mr Habb,rloy sang
wlth his usual mastoriy pommnnd ot
exprossion and was very effeotlve as

Prlnco Beouto." The four saffea
and "Tho Cojts" woro both 'fiinny fea
tures- - thelattcr were admirable ralnl- -

nturo tike-plTt- i

iinPQi

KING JOLLITV

Gokay gavo his solo in llne style andi
was well recoived.

As tho jilotting queon, Sliss Bessie
Harbour appoared, well capable of
earrylng out tho lntended murderof
the klng und of managlng the ."Four
Wlso Men."

The finale of Act II recelved a great
amonnt of applause and tho combined;
oirect ot iignt, bouutiful costumes and:
varlous colored confetti, produeed an
effect seldom rlvaled. Ono of the most
decided hlts of tho evening was a coon
song, '.'Watormelon Boy," by Miss
Theresa Straub, who did some of the
best work of tho evening.

Tho picturosquo and finely drllled
"Sailor's Chorus" was a great suc-
cess. After some excellent chorus
work, Miss' Mary Tooraey dldthchorn-plpe- ;

no jolly tar could have surpass-e- a

her dancing. Sho repoatedthe
aftor a storm 0' applauso.

"Tho Lass that Loves a Sailor" by
Miss Hudson, was ono of hor best so-

los. It was given wlth much spirit
and piquancyi and sho,. togetlier with
the chorus, made a ' graceful "Flora-dora- "

exit.
Tho porformanee rellects gre it cied-I- t
on the performers undYMOA as well

as on Prof E. Walos, who owps and
managos tho attraction. It will be

Saturday evoning.

BROUGHT

BACKHERE

Erskinc and Seeley Spend Last

Niht in Jail.

Sheriil Wilson and deputy sheriff
Godfroy returned from Maino Wed
nesday wlth Bernard Erskine, and U.
A. Seeley who wero nrrosted upon a
warrant charging them with beiDgcon- -

nected with Gcorge M. Rowell in the
lato insuranco frauds in this place.

The yoxmg men mado no objecttons
about returnlng with tho ofllcors whlch
simplilicd matters very much.

They first mado a vislt to Lyons
brothers tonsorial rooms, and the
Putnam houso ollice. The young men
are pood singers with volces that
blend well und in tho lnttor place en
tertained quite an audience with favo- -

r.to selections. They nlso gave a
selection in tho muniolpai cpurt.room
bsforo being arraigried before Judge
Batcs.

In reply to tho usual questions E;

skine stated that he was 43 years 1 f
age, born in Indla, prosentoccupatirn
insuranea- - ageni.

Seeley gave his . ago as 2P, born in
New York'&lBO jlnstironco splicltor.

Both waived examinatton and eoch
was hold iQ.thp sum of $200 to appei r
ln'cohrt'Mond.ay Januafy thlrd. Botli
lay tlielr troubles to Mr Rowoil. vAs
thoy could not .furnish bail thoy .won
jalh .

'

KINDERGARTEN CONCERT
ry

Chrlstmu Trte and Conceri for Diptlit Kln.
dtrgirttn Cbj u! '

Tho Kindorgartou Depnrtment of the
Baptlst Sundoy Sehool hold their
Cbristmas.concort and.tree. rWodnes"
day afternoon. Mrs L. A. Graves,
Mrs A. Buol.ibloy, and Mr Norton
actfd nsa ' oorhmltto. Miss
Mabol Wood rendered several select-
ions in a flneinnnner whlle' tho chlldren
woro boing sop'ed,,,' i

Tho conert bgan'nt 2:30 with songs
and recittlons by,,tho. chlldren Miss
Mablo-Woo- trefllilin!7 .ht.ltl M nnn.

Miss
Floronco Walbride and Miss Nor
lon. At four o'cloc . n tre th Wa.1- -
IaceJJuttinajas a as 'un

o Pnper Tomorrbw. "

Tomorrow, New pny, there
will bo 110 lasue of' tho Evening

TRbL OF
MRS. flOFFAT

Mears on the Stand in Sandgate

) Poisonin'i . Case"

At tlio opening of tho sesslon yester-d.a- y

afternoon, Dr Wlltse, of tho state
laboratory, testified that ho had ana-lyzc- d

tho whiskey and the poison sent
hlra by the states attorney. Ho said
the poison was corroslve subllmate
and that analysis discovered its pre-sen-

ln the whiskey.
Frank Moore, a clerk in a drug-stor- e

in Shushan, N. Y., testitied that
tho Friday, when Moffat says he was
glven tho poison, ho sold a oue ounce
bottle pf corroslve subllmate to Josepb

I ftjears; whb gave his nuino.as John
Provan.

Mrs Clara Dean, who was living
'withMoffat, her uncle, testified that
Mears brought a bottle of whiskey
fronf Shushan and gavo'it to Moffat
He and Mears took a drlnk er

The nexf morning' Moffat said be
had been ill durlng the nicht and con-tlnue- d

to complaln throughout the
day.

Mrs Dean sald that sho rubbed
somo of the whiskey on her toeth,

wereaching. She experlenc-e- d

no illeffects.
Durlng tho examlnatlon of Mrs

Dean, Mrs Moffat, who is said to be
an epileptic, fell into a sinking spell,
wLicb, wlth.a slight hysteria, made it
necessary to assist her from the court

room.
Court suspended and a doctor was

called. Aftec some twent? minutes
3lrs Moffat came to. i

JosopfMears was brought hero last '

niglit from Windsor by a keoper ln
the states prlson and went onto tlie
stand this morning to tcstify aguinst
Mrs Moffat. ...

He said that in tho carly part of
Februury, .1902, when he and Mrs
Ndffat wero llving at Conkey's, they
drove to West Pawlet togetlier and at
hor requosthe hought a box of rough
on rats for her.

Soon after sho went and staid over
niglit with Moffat and' the noxt dar
came back to Conkey's nnd sent
Mears to her husband's.

Menrscooked somo pan-cake- s for
breakfast tho next morning from some
"battor" and flour and sour mllk
whlch be found ln the pantry. After
eating tho pan-cak- Moffat becatne
violently ill.

ln tho afternoon Mears returned to
Conkey's arid told Mrs Moffat of her
husband's illness. She' then told
Mears that sho had put rough-o- n rats
ln the pan-cnk- e flour and the sour
milk.

On Friday, later in Februury, she
gavo hitn a dollar to buy a bottle of
whiskey and an ounce of corroslve
sublimate, at Shushan, whlther he
was to draw a load of wood for Moffat.

He bought tho poison and two
bottles of whiskey, one of whlch he
sinve to Moffat Erlday and the other
of whioh 1x6 guvo toMrs Moffat Sat-

urday.
Sho went to seo hor husband Sur

day and took hor bottle ln whieh the
poison is alleged to hnvo been.

Tho defense claims Moars polsoned
hlm.oQ Fijiday night, .tho. pcoseoutlon
clai'ra3;thtttMrs Moffat polsqncd hlm

' ' 'Sunday:
At the, time of the hearing before

tho, Grand .Jury, ,Mrs(,iMoffat told
Mours.it 48.flal"d that if they putiier on.
thoiand, sho would prclend ,to have
diU't. ,sShe keVt her.wdrdiand 'bad the;
iltnccordlngitOiContract.. , t , .

'
BANK DIViDENDS.

AlfTht Locil Banb Will Olttrlbute Much

ll I'.V .j; ,l)nyr
The First Nntional Bank has ed

ovlfetei annUiil dlVldenV Of five
per..,.cept, The Benninytou County
Naliohal has aeclared one of 3 pcr
cent, payablo on Jannnry-- . socqnd.
rTiVehUndred dollars was added' 16
the' surplus, making tbo total now
19,50d.

the Bennington County Savingi
biink qas declared tho usual seml an- -

nunl dlvideni' 'to itsu aopositors of
1 3-- 4- rier cent tho hlghest n--

law, ar


